
Adult Attention Survey 

Why? After trauma or adverse experiences at home, in education or therapy, praise may not be a reinforcer. It can be 

challenging to figure out why it’s backfiring or what to do.  

What? This is a simple tool to help learn more about how adult attention is working for an educator. It’s meant to be flexible 

and there is not a formal protocol.  

How? This tool gives ideas to educators and diverse caregivers, with a few questions (RIGHT, for adult helpers) that may be 

helpful when conducting assessments or learning how to support an individual student, or questions (MIDDLE, for students) 

that students may feel differently about.  

What else? This information can be used to help make behavioral or teaching procedures more supportive. Use in combination 

with appropriate assessment, consistent support, and procedures that are trauma-informed when needed. Learn more about 

TIBA (trauma-informed behavior analysis) and more at cuspemergence.com (see our blog post there on “when praise doesn’t 

work”) or take continuing education at cuspemergenceuniversity.com.  

 

 

 


